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The story
There’s nothing magical about wizard school
. . . at least, not for Cara Moone. Most wizard kids spend their days practicing
spells and wielding wands, but Cara? She’s on the fast track to becoming a
MOP (a.k.a. Magical Occurrence Purger). You see, when a real wizard casts a
spell, it leaves behind a residue called spell dust—which, if not disposed of
properly, can cause absolute chaos in the nonmagical world. It’s a MOP’s job
to clean up the mess.
And no one makes more of a mess than Harlee Wu. Believed to be the Chosen One, destined to save the magical world, Harlee makes magic look easy.
Which makes her Cara’s sworn nemesis. Or she would be, if she even knew
Cara existed.

ISBN: 978-0062845320

Then one of Harlee’s spells leaves something downright dangerous behind
it: a rift in the fabric of magic itself. And when more rifts start to appear
around the school, all in places Harlee has recently used magic, Cara is pretty sure the so-called “Chosen One” isn’t going to save the world. She’s going
to destroy it.

Cover illustration by Maike Plenzke
Book design by Jessie Gang

It will take more than magic to clean up a mess this big. Fortunately, messes
are kind of Cara’s thing.

Available in print, audio,
and e-book formats.

About the author
Lee Edward Födi is an author, illustrator, and specialized arts educator—or,
as he likes to think of himself, a daydreaming expert. He is the author of several books for children, including The Secret of Zoone and The Guardians of
Zoone. He is also the co-founder of the Creative Writing for Children Society
(CWC), a not-for-profit program that helps kids write their own books. He
has the joy of leading workshops for kids in Canada, the US, Korea, China,
Thailand, and other places here and there. Lee lives in Vancouver, where he
shares a creative life with his wife Marcie and son Hiro. Visit him online at
www.leefodi.com.
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The story behind the story
—in the author’s own words
A few years ago, brooms began calling to me. I would spot them everywhere—especially during my travels. I found one leaning against a park
bench in Shanghai. Another was sequestered in the corner of a temple at
Angkor Wat. And still another was slouching against a telephone pole on
a street corner in Hanoi, as if impatiently waiting for its owner to return. I
began imagining that these brooms contained hidden and unusual magic.
I started photographing them and making sketches and notes in my brainstorming journal.
I knew there was a story in these brooms. I just had to find it.
One day, I remembered that my grandfather used to make his own brooms.
He grew the broom corn, harvested it, and bound them to broomsticks. I
never saw my grandfather build a broom (I really wish I had), but I realized I
had one of his creations in the dusty corner of my closet. I had never dared
to use the broom, but I dug it out as inspiration.
That’s when a question first came to mind: What if brooms in the magical
world were still for sweeping? What would the sweep? The answer was obvious to me. They’d sweep up magic.
Still, more questions followed. If your job was to be a spell sweeper, would
you feel happy to at least be a part of the magical world? Or would you be
bitter that you were ranked lower than an actual wizard? It was a this point
that I knew I had my story.
Spell Sweeper is about how we perceive ourselves and our position in society. It’s about our feelings of self-worth. It’s about what we value and how
we present ourselves to the world. (It’s also a bit of a satire on the entire
fantasy genre). It’s my hope that the journey of Cara Moon (even though
it involves not flying on a broom) rings true for readers—and gives them
some fun along the way.
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About this guide
Whisk away into imagination and help students connect to their own creativity with focused discussion questions and artistic activities. In addition
to writing, Lee Edward Födi is an experienced teacher, and leads creativity
workshops for aspiring writers. Stop by his website, leefodi.com, for more
information about his school visits and workshops.

General themes and connections
Examining our status and place in society
So many of us crave recognition, accolades, attention. We watch our friends
and colleagues on social media (and even in real life!) and experience those
“when-is-it-my-turn?” moments. Spell Sweeper offers opportunities to examine and discuss the concepts of fame, popularity, and status.
Exploring our self-worth and valuing our skill sets
In Spell Sweeper, Cara has to assess her own skills and abilities and learn how
to value them, even though members of her school (students and teachers
both) do not. But that doesn’t mean her natural talents aren’t valuable.
Stigma and bias
Many characters in the book have assumptions made about them because
of their level of talent (Cara), their physical appearance (Harlee), or their species (Nova). How do these characters’ personalities, behavior, and actions
challenge preconceived notions about them?
Perception and perspective
Many characters in Spell Sweeper view themselves on the side of “right” and
others on the side of “wrong.” The book offers a platform for discussing different—and often opposite—perspectives.
Fantasy tropes
Throughout the book, Cara points out many fantasy tropes. Ask students to
compare Spell Sweeper to famous “broom” and “magic school” books to help
them identify common tropes and archetypes. Some books to consider:
The Once and Future King by T.H. White (1958), The Little Broomstick by Mary
Stewart (1971), The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy (1974), Kiki’s Delivery Service
by Eiko Kadono (1985), Wizard’s Hall by Jane Yolen (1991), The Wee Free Men
by Terry Pratchett (2003), Witch Hat Atelier by Kamome Shirahama (2016),
and—of course—The Harry Potter series.
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Reading response questions
1.

Who is Harlee Wu? What are some of the reasons Cara is jealous of her?

2.

Cara explains that there are many different types of specialized programs at Dragonsong Academy, such as spell sweeping, magiculture,
and recruiting. If you could pick a specialty at a magical school, which
one would you choose? Why?

3.

Cara has strong opinions about the classes offered at Dragonsong
Academy. What would be YOUR favorite class to take? Why?

4.

Cara has many failings as a wizard student, but what are some of her
abilities and skills? In Cara’s opinion, why do “regular” wizards not value
these skills?

5.

What are some of the difficult aspects of Cara’s relationship with her
family? How has her relationship with her sister in particular changed
from when they were younger?

6.

Even though Cara is trying to improve her reputation at school, she
decides to keep the squix egg, something which is against the rules.
Why do you think she takes this risk?

7.

Throughout the book, Cara often comments how certain places—like
Quibble’s office—should have a certain aesthetic (look and feel). How
does she get her wish and more when she enters the antique shop in
the wizard quarter?

8.

Do you think Cara is a good person? If she went to your school, would
you want to be friends with her? Why or why not?

9.

What is a paradox? How does it relate to Cara’s life and situation at
Dragonsong Academy?

10. As Cara learns toward the end of the book, villainy is a matter of perspective. Pick one of the following characters and consider how they
could be perceived as a villain in the book: Cara, Quibble, Headwizard
Singh, Su.
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Activities

Write a magical school acceptance letter
Imagine your own magical school and bring it to live by writing an acceptance letter from the school to a character. Write the letter in first person, as
the headwizard of the school, and make sure to include the following:
~
~
~
~
~

An explanation of how the letter is being delivered (for example, by
owl or raven).
Congratulations to the character for being accepted.
Arrival time and date for the first day of classes (you may also want to
list the specific classes).
A list of the necessary books and equipment (be as imaginative and
detailed as possible).
Any other special instructions.

You can write your letter on a separate piece of paper (try using a piece of
“parchment” paper!). You may also want to design an official crest for your
magical school, using the templates provided on the next page.
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Design your own magical school crest
Create a crest to go with your magical school. You can try a few different
designs, using the templates below, or you can try a completely original
design on a separate piece of paper. You can use the ribbon below the crest
to write the school name or motto.
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Write a guide for the
care and feeding of a magical creature
In Spell Sweeper, Cara has to figure out how to take care of the egg—and the
baby squix that hatches from it. Imagine a magical egg and creature of your
own and write a set of instructions to care for it.
The Care and Feeding of
______________________________________________________________
How to hatch the magical creature:
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
What (and how) to feed the creature:
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Where the creature should sleep:
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Special Warnings and instructions:
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Now, on a separate piece of paper, you can write a story in which a character
finds these instructions, along with a magical egg. How the story goes is up
to you, but one suggestion is that a character doesn’t follow the instructions
correctly—and mayhem ensues!
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Create your own spell sweeper recipe
In Spell Sweeper, Cara concocts her own potion called Moone Brew, which
helps her neutralize toxic spell dust.
Write a recipe to create your own magical potion that heals or repairs. List
the individual ingredients that will go into the potion and then write the
instructions for brewing it. Remember special instructions such as “must be
brewed only on the night of a full moon.”
You might want to start by researching mythological creatures who are purported to possess healing abilities and, remember, not all of your ingredients have to be visible or tangible. Such ingredients might include the blink
of a sphinx’s eye, or a blast of wind from the Sahara Desert.
You can do some brainstorming on this page and create a final illustrated
version of your recipe using the template on the following page.
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Create your own “wizard” list
Throughout Spell Sweeper, Cara provides different lists, such as the list of
courses at Dragonsong Academy and a list of stores in Seattle’s Wizard Quarter. Taking inspiration from this, come up with your own list related to the
wizard’s world. Some suggested topics:
~ The ten best familiars for a wizard
~ The ten best talismans for a wizard
~ The top ten wizards of all time
~ The ten best potions for a wizard
~ The ten best wizard quarters in the world
You can come up with your own unique ideas, but make sure you include
an explanation for each item. For example, don’t simply write that an owl is
the number-one familiar for a wizard. Provide an explanation as to why. Use
a separate sheet of paper if necessary.

Spell Sweeper Teacher Guide • www.leefodi.com
Artwork by Maike Plenzke

Write your own “Wizard Fairy Tale”
In Spell Sweeper, we hear about Cara reading many wizard fairy tales, including those about Theradune the Betrayer and Eurybia the Eradicator. Taking
inspiration from these ideas, write out the fairy tale for either one of these
characters—or create your own original fairy tale involving a wizard. (Use a
separate piece of paper if necessary).
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Imagine a spell-binding shopping trip
Design your own advertisement featuring wizard clothing, accessories, or
talismans. You can start by doing some brainstorming in the space below
and then draw your final design using the frame on the following page (or
you can draw your own frame).
As part of this project, make sure you imagine some creative shop names.
Afterward, you can write a short story about a character visiting their local
Wizard Quarter to go shopping for the products featured in your advertisement.
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Make your own spell sweeping broom
You can build your own miniature spell sweeping broom! Start by gathering the
following supplies:
~
~
~
~
~
~
~

A handle. This can be a short stick found from the local park or a wooden
chopstick.
A length of Sisal rope or jute twine.
Black cotton Perlé thread.
Scissors and/or garden clippers.
Brushes and paint, various colors.
White glue.
Mod Podge (optional).

Prepare the handle
Trim the handle to the desired length (4 to 6 inches is recommended). Depending on the thickness of the wood, you can use scissors or the garden clippers.
You may want to paint the handle, especially if using a wooden chopstick. If you
have a raw edge of wood, you may want to paint it brown or gray to match the
rest of the stick’s color. Depending on the stick, you may want to give it a coat of
Mod Podge to provide extra protection and stiffen up the handle.
Make the broom head
Cut off a length of rope and “unbraid” the strands. Soaking the strands in warm
water for a few minutes will help to straighten them out, but you may want to
leave the strands wavy.
Fasten the broom head to the handle
Place a length of thread on the table, followed by a layer of straw. Then add the
handle and another layer of straw. Next, take each end of the thread and tie
a loop around the straw and handle, making a knot. You may need to shuffle
the straw to even out its distribution around the handle. Then wrap the thread
around the straw and handle several times and tie a final knot.
Trim off the extra strands of thread from the knot. You may want to repeat this
procedure, further up the broom handle, depending on the desired final look
of the broom. Apply a thin film of white glue around the entire band of thread.
If you’re making a spell sweeping broom, you can dry-brush the very edge of
the straw with metallic or glitter paint to give the appearance of spell dust.
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For more information about
Lee Edward Födi,
his books, his school visits, and
writing workshops, please visit:

www.leefodi.com

